THE THREE AREAS OF MY “LIFE” OVER WHICH I NEED TO YIELD
MY INDEPENDENCE AND ACKNOWLEDGE HIS LORDSHIP AUTHORITY

God is absolutely
sovereign over

my every
circumstance.

—

No temptation has
overtaken you but such
asis common to man;
and God is faithful, who
will not allow you to be
tempted beyond what
you are able, but with
the temptation will
provide the way of
escape also, so that you
will be able to endureit.

(1 Cor. 10:13)

And we know that
God causes all thingsto
work together for good
to those who love God,
to those who are called
according to His
purpose. (Rom. 8:28)

... Hewho was born
of God keeps him, and
the evil one does not
touch him. (1 Jn. 5:18)

God’s
protective
“hedge”

(fence) of \

sover eignty

_————— -
- ~~

Holy Spirit
my spirit

MY RESOURCES

Time

Energy

Possessions

MY “POSSESSIONS”

“ S0 then, none of you can
be My disciple who does not
give up all hisown

possessions.  (Lk. 14:33)
Peter said, “ ..., we have

left our own homes and
followed You.” (Lk. 18:28)

.. for not even when one
has an abundance does his
life consist of his
possessions.”  (Lk.12:15)

MY “BODY”

.. do not go on presenting the
members of your body to sin as
instruments of unrighteousness; but
present yourselvesto God ..., and
your members as instruments of
righteousness to God.

.. For just as you presented your
members as slaves to impurity and to
lawl essness, ... SO now present your
members as slaves to righteousness,
resulting in sanctification.

(Rom. 6:13, 19) (See Rom. 12:1-2)

MY “UNDERSTANDING”

Have this attitude in your selves
which was also in Christ Jesus, ...
taking the form of a bond-servant,

(Phil. 2:5-8)

| know, O Lord, that a man’'s
way isnot in himself, nor isitin
a man who walks to direct his
steps. (Jer. 10:23)

. Take My yoke upon you
and learn from Mg, ...

(Matt. 11:28-30)
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GOD WAS AT WORK IN THE 3 AREAS OF JOB’S LIFE

(The story of Job is often presented as one of “suffering and patience”. We believe the greater lesson is one of “how God molds His children”.)

1. Job was a man who had a passion for God.

Job 1:1 Therewas a man in the land of Uz whose hame was
Job; and that man was blameless, upright, fearing God and
turning away from evil.

Job 23:12 (Job said) ... I have treasured the words of His mouth
more than my necessary food.

2. God had tremendously blessed Job.

Job 1:2-3 Seven sons and three daughters were born to him.
His possessions also were 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500
yoke of oxen, 500 female donkeys, and very many servants,
and that man was the greatest of all the men of the east.

God had a hedge (fence) of protection around Job
and all that pertained to Job. This hedge
represents God’s sovereignty, against which the
enemy is powerless. The same hedge surrounds
every believer.

Job 1:8-10a The Lord said to Satan, “ Have you considered My
servant Job? For thereis no one like himon the earth, a
blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away
fromevil.” Then Satan answered the Lord, “ Does Job fear
God for nothing? “ Have You not made a hedge about him
and his house and all that he has, on every side? ...

IHlustration: There aretribesin Africawho traditionally built a
hedge around their village to protect themselves and their
livestock from marauding predators. 1 Peter 5:8 implores us: Be
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of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

In order for Satan to afflict Job (even in the area
of “possessions”), he had to be granted
permission by God.

Job 1:10b-12 You have blessed the work of his hands, and his
possessions have increased in the land. “ But put forth Your
hand now and touch all that he has; he will surely curse You
to Your face.” Then the Lord said to Satan, “ Behold, all that
he hasisin your power, only do not put forth your hand on
him.” So Satan departed from the presence of the Lord.

NOTE: The enemy, Satan, had no power, nor right in
himself, to afflict Job (or any believer). He only had
power over Job to the degree granted to him by God.
Satan has been allowed by God to exert power and
influence in this present world, but only to the degree
that it accomplishes God’s purposes. It is comforting to
know that God’s absolute sovereignty and dominion over
all His creation has never been, and will never be, the
least bit compromised.

Prov. 21:30 Thereisno wisdom, no insight, no plan that can
succeed against the LORD.

Dan. 4:35 “ All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as
nothing, but He does according to Hiswill in the host of
heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can
ward off His hand or say to Him, * What have You done?’




o7 S God's
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\ — sovereignty

Holy Spirit
my spirit

5. God granted Satan permission to enter through

the hedge and afflict Job in the area of
“possessions”, but He ordered Satan to not go into
the next area, that of “the body”

Job 1:12-19

:12 Then the Lord said to Satan, “ Behold, all that he hasisin
your power, only do not put forth your hand on him.” So
Satan departed from the presence of the Lord.

:13-15 Now on the day when his sons and his daughters were
eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, a
messenger came to Job and said, “ The oxen were plowing
and the donkeys feeding beside them, and the Sabeans
attacked and took them. They also slew the servants with the
edge of the sword, and | alone have escaped to tell you.”

:16 While he was still speaking, another also came and said,
“Thefire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep
and the servants and consumed them, and | alone have
escaped to tell you.”
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:17 While he was still speaking, another also came and said,

“ The Chaldeans formed three bands and made a raid on the
camels and took them and slew the servants with the edge of
the sword, and | alone have escaped to tell you.”

:18-19 While he was still speaking, another also came and said,

“Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking
winein their oldest brother’s house, and behold, a great wind
came from across the wilderness and struck the four corners
of the house, and it fell on the young people and they died,
and | alone have escaped to tell you.”

Even though Job was crushed, overwhelmed and
bewildered by the happenings, Job had long
before acknowledged that God is the rightful
sovereign Lord over all creation, including all that
God had given him. His response was the
evidence of that conviction.

Job 1:20-22 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his

head, and he fell to the ground and worshiped. He said,
“Naked | came from my mother’ s womb, and naked | shall
return there. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away.
Blessed be the name of the Lord.” Through all this Job did
not sin nor did he blame God.

Having lost the battle in the area of
“possessions”, Satan returned to request
permission to afflict Job in the area of the “body”.
God granted Satan permission to enter into the
area of the “physical body”, but ordered him to not
go further, into the area of the “understanding”
and the soul.




Job 2:1-7

:1-5 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to
present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came
among them to present himself before the Lord. The Lord
said to Satan, “ Where have you come from?” Then Satan
answered the Lord and said, “ From roaming about on the
earth and walking around onit.” The Lord said to Satan,
“Have you considered My servant Job? For thereisno one
like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man fearing
God and turning away fromevil. And he still holds fast his
integrity, although you incited Me against himto ruin him
without cause.” Satan answered the Lord and said, “ Skin
for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for hislife.
“However, put forth Your hand now, and touch his bone and
hisflesh; hewill curse You to Your face.”

:6 Sothe Lord said to Satan, “ Behold, heisin your power, only
gpare hislife.”

:7 Then Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and smote
Job with sore boils from the sole of hisfoot to the crown of
his head.

Job was once again dismayed and bewildered by
the happenings. But as with his possessions, Job
had long before concluded that God is the rightful
sovereign Lord over all creation, including his
body. And again his response was the evidence of
that conviction.

Job 2:8-10 And he took a potsherd to scrape himself while he
was sitting among the ashes. Then hiswife said to him, “ Do
you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die!” But
he said to her, “ You speak as one of the foolish women
speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept
adversity?” Inall thisJob did not sin with hislips.
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For the next 29 chapters (chapters 3-31) Job defends
himself against the accusations of his three friends.

9. God wanted to focus Job’s attention on an error
he had in the area of his “understanding”. He uses
Elihu, a young man who has been listening to the
debate, to expose Job’s spiritual pride (chapters
32-37), after which He spoke directly to Job.

Job 32:2-3 ...theanger of Elihu ... burned; against Job his
anger burned because he justified himself before God. And
his anger burned against his three friends because they had
found no answer, and yet had condemned Job.

Job 33:8-12 (Elihuto Job) ... | have heard the sound of your
words: ‘| am pure, without transgression; | am innocent and
thereisno guilt in me. ‘Behold, He invents pretexts against
me; He counts me as His enemy. ‘He puts my feet in the
stocks; He watches all my paths.” “ Behold, let me tell you,
you are not right in this, for God is greater than man.

Job 34:5 (Elihu continued) “ For Job has said, ‘| amrighteous,
but God has taken away my right; should | lie concerning my
right? My wound isincurable, though I am without
transgression.’

34:12 (Elihu) ... " Surely, God will not act wickedly, and the
Almighty will not pervert justice.

34:17 (Elihu) “ Shall one who hates justice rule? And will
you condemn the righteous mighty One?

34:35-37 (Elihu) ‘Job speaks without knowledge, and his
words are without wisdom. ... ”




NOTE: The way in which Elihu gently and humbly pointed
out Job’s error is a worthy example of Gal. 6:1-2, where
the Lord instructs us: Brethren, even if anyoneiscaughtin
any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a onein a spirit
of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will
not be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill
the law of Christ. (Gal. 6:1-2)

10. God then corrected Job directly (chapters 38-41).

Job 38:1-4 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind
and said, “ Who is this that darkens counsel by words without
knowledge? ...

Job 40:1-2 ...the Lord said to Job, “ Will the faultfinder
contend with the Almighty? Let himwho reproves God
answer it.”

Job 40:8 (God said to Job) Will you really annul My
judgment? Will you condemn Me that you may be justified?
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11. Job acknowledged his error to God and repented.

Job 42:1-6 Then Job answered the Lord and said, “ | know that
You can do all things, and that no purpose of Yours can be

thwarted. ‘Who isthisthat hides counsel without
knowledge? “ Therefore ] have declared that which | did
not understand, things too wonderful for me, which | did not
know.” ‘Hear, now, and | will speak; | will ask You, and You
instruct me.” “ 1 have heard of You by the hearing of the ear;
but now my eye sees You; therefore | retract, and | repent in
dust and ashes.”

12. God rebuked the three accusers, and restored
Job.

Job 42:7-8 ...the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “ My wrath
iskindled against you and against your two friends, because

you have not spoken of Me what isright as My servant Job
has. “ Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and
seven rams, and go to My servant Job, and offer up a burnt
offering for yourselves, and My servant Job will pray for
you. For | will accept him so that | may not do with you
according to your folly, because you have not spoken of Me
what isright, as My servant Job has.”

Job 42:9-12 ... The Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he
prayed for hisfriends, and the Lord increased all that Job
had twofold. Then all hisbrothersand all hissistersand all
who had known him before came to him, and they ate bread
with himin his house; and they consoled him and comforted
him for all the adversities that the Lord had brought on him.
And each one gave him one piece of money, and each aring
of gold. The Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than
his beginning; ...

Note: For more Scriptureson “ Suffering”, see L esson 1-14
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3 AREAS OF TEMPTATIONS, TRIALS, TRIBULATIONS AND SURRENDER

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column5 Column 6
Gen. 3:6 Luke 4:1-12 Jeremiah Luke 8:14 1 John
Independence Dependence 9:23-24 “The Sower” 2:15-16
6a When the |1-2a Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, ... was |23a Thus says |14a ... the 15-16a Do not
woman saw |led around by the Spirit ..., being the Lord ones who love the world
Introduction = Our that the tree  [tempted by the devil. have heard, |nor the things
“Resources” . they are |in the world. ..
choked
Self 6d andthat |9-12 And he led Him to Jerusalem and |23b “Letnota |14b with 16d ... the
Mind the tree was |had Him stand on the pinnacle of the wise man boast |worries boastful pride
(Am) Understanding desirable to  |temple, and said to Him, “If You are the |of his wisdom, of life,
u . Wil Time make one Son of God, throw Yourself down ...
soul” " personality wise, Jesus answered and said to him, “It is
Emotions said, 'You shall not put the Lord your
Reasoning God to the test.””
Appetites 6b was good [2b-4 And He ate nothing during those 23c and letnot |14d and 16b the lust
Food for food, days, and when they had ended, He the mighty man |pleasures of |of the flesh
(1 Do) Health became hungry. And the devil saidto |boast of his this life,
Strength Energy Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell this |might,
“body” Physical stone to become bread.” And Jesus
Beauty answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall
Appearance not live on bread alone.’”
6¢c and that it |5-8 And he led Him up and showed Him {23d let not a 14¢ and 16¢ ... the
(I Have) Things was a delight ?II the kmgdoms of the_world ' rich man boa.st riches lust of the
“posses- Money POSSessions to the eyes, |“Therefore if You V\’/’OrShIp before me, it |of his riches; - LT
¢ » Security shall“al I_ be Yours‘. Jesus answefed
sions him, “It is written, ‘You shall worship the
Lord your God and serve Him only.’
i 6e she took |Whom have Iin heaven but You? And |24 but let him 14e and 16e is not
To yield to L. s |besides You, | desire nothing on earth.|who boasts bring no fruit |from the
; ; from its fruit ’ _
: His oversight : (Psalm 73:25) boast of this, to maturity. |Father, butis
Conclusion=> and and ate; .. that he from the
and he ate. Hdt JC rom the
management = understands world.
“Lordship” and knows Me,
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Note: Advertisementstypically target areasin Rows 1, 2 or 3, with the purpose of producing dissatisfaction.
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